Discours Markers in Engish & Persian
Languages

Negar Momeni*

Discourse markers are related chain elements which classify the units
of speech. These elements do not occur just in one specific language.
Discourse markers with different applications are helpful to maintain
the coherence of utterances. If they are omitted and not substituted by
the appropriate phrase, conveying the message will be disordered.
Therefore, the discourse markers are necessary in language and the
speakers are unknownly aware of them. This research aims at
introducing, defining and classifying different kinds of discourse
markers, and their applications in Persian and English languages. The
most important discourse markers in English are as follows: oh, I see,
mhm, right, well... and in Persian are as follows: xob, ?han, rasti....
The most important applications of discourse markers are as follows:
topic shift, clarification, showing the emotional status, prompting,
stimulation to continue the speech, moving out of closing the speech
and so on.
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1- Backchannel: ah, oh, sure, quite, good heavens, of course, oh dear, oh
God...
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In addition , however , actually , on the whole, Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly.

WS o a3lojlo 1) 4o ) Slis o L‘)i‘:\d.o.n.io 2 odilojle oS (sl Sl
Ol g sl (St g 4SS 13 5 Lino il 4y ST 0 (5 Cagi ]y el iy
raile WS’ Curo Bl @dgo 4 3,3

Right, Well, Any way, By the way, You know
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to it (= this is what I really believe)
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A: Was that a serious picture?
B: Oh! Gosh yes!
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Emotional status

A: Like I’d say, what d’y’ mean you don’t like classical music?
B: Oh! I can’t stand it! It’s draggy.

OleMb! Jug o,/ CleMb! Cy o -¥-1-F

Information management task
A: Oh, well they came when they were a year -
B: T see
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A: Did you go to Olney?

B: Yeh: oh no![Girls high!]
C: [No Girl’s High. Girl’s High]

1-self- initiated repair
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A: Is there anyone you would uh: talk [about-]?
B: Oh you mean out side?
A: Yeh outside the home.
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A: Is it safe?
B:Uh:we found a safe way!But it’s the long way!
A:Oh it’s a special way?

Answer & Fwlb-V-)-¥
Ll LS o)Ly SLEl o il gl o ol 13 95 (0 I Sl 3 00 3)lse (S0 3
oy 2gs Cbbre 5,5 0 )48 oSowuly odliiwl 390 Ui pl & cls cpl )5 05 0

(AY NAAY ¢y 505).0000 o calbgo iy 4 Fuoly
A: How can I get an appointment t'go down there t' bring my son on a tour?
B: Oh I didn't even know they gave tours! I'm not the one t'ask about it.
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A: So what, you have three kids?
B: I have four.[Three boys] and a girl.
A: [Four kids.]Oh I didn’t know that.

Subjective Orientation B B --)-¥

(evaluative judgment of others’ utterances)
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A: Well I think there's a lot of competition between girls. In an all girls
school. More than well-more academically any way.
B: Oh yes. Oh yes. They’re better students I do believe that.
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Questioner's realm of expectation
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A: That’s quite a neighborhood, isn’t it?
B: Yeh well I don’t have too much trouble.

1-Black More
2-Relevance Theory
3-Sperber

4-Wilson
S-interjection
6-filler



A5k dolilad /5Y

ntroductory Phrase GHUS i Oyl Y

uilg)’|)éMﬁa&ldbal)b.ﬁd&;)wfﬁliumd‘pQ)iiw‘}l‘u’.mlf
Cw

A:Suppose you were having a problem though like with your kids or
something you just didn’t know what to do? Who would you go to talk to?
Y’ mean y’ wouldn’t...

B: Well, I figure this way. Why can’t [ -why can’t I talk to my own family?

sl 4 43 s 4 sl Y
Answering a question in a story
A: What happened?
B: Well...at one time he was a very fine doctor. And he had two terrible
tragedies.
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< "“"""." (.)‘;'a"b':
A: Do you think you get more common sense as you grow older.
B: [No] well, no. Uh...if you have it, you have it.
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1-narrative
2-Lakoff
3-Norrick
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A: Something I wanna go back to. I acquired an absolutely magnificent

sewing machine by foul means. Did I tell you about that?

B: No

A: Well, when I was doing freelance advertising. The advertising agency

that I sometimes did some work for rang me.

Or

A: So my dad crated-up these two little puppies and shipped them from

Missouri to Florida, to this man. And reminded him, “be sure you chain the

puppies up”. Well about, seven eight months later, here those two dogs

return to Missouri.
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A: It was twice. And the first time. There's a rat in there, there's a big mouse
in there. I saw it.

B[@@@]

A: no. there's nothing in there. Yes. I saw it.

B: I wouldn’t believe her.

C: Well I went out, Remember.. And set the bag-it was a bag of cans. That
was when we were looking for the golf ball. Cause you hit the ball in the
can.

Well Epistemic &bl Well -Y-¥
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1-illocutionary properties
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This is well, unexpected=This is wow unexpected
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A: Well, look where’s here!
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A: well
So a5 load 3 ,Sos -

So, after all it’s my turn= well, after all it's my turn.
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A: I wanted to say it is a hmm good idea.
B: That is right.
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1- non-cancellative emphatic marker
2- highlighter
3- non-concessive cancellative discourse marker
4- ideational content
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Allright ,right ,well ,by the way
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Ya, That is right, ?ohum. ..

Moving out of closing  acJlSo &y (31> LU 51 32,5 -F-0-F
well,...
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Incidentally, I mean, as a matter of fact...
A: ...We did not wrap up for you.

B: Oh incidentally.. you know about Malcom.. putting his.. dislocating
his shoulder.
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All right, right, okay, you know, you see and tag questions
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A: Well, have we decided then the grand tour?
B: Yes

A: You’re staying here are you?
B: Uh...yes. We’ve got to do a grand tour.
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ham=also, chiz=thing, rasti=by the way, mi-gam=say...

. . Y . PRI .
hala=now, ba?dan=then
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1-appealer
2-temporal markers
3-referent-like devices
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A: man chiz ha ro jam?- kar-d-am

1-referent-stimulation
2- co-operative maxim
3-relevance

4-manner
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* [ thing PL'. AC’case gather-did-past MP*- 1 SG*.-AG’
* I gathered things.

A': ketab ha ro jam?- kar-d-am
* book plural AC.case gather-did- past MP-1 SG.-AG
* I gathered the books.

skskoskosk

A:ye  chiz-i dar-im
* one thing-indefinite article have-1 PL.
* We have one thing.

A ye maqale dar-im
e one article have-1 PL.
* We have one article.

Topic shift Eyog0 i —-Y-1-0
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A:hatman ye tarix-i dare 7oun name
definitely a  date- indefinite article ~ have-ZMP®  that  letter
That letter definitely has a date.

1-plural
2-accusative case
3-morpheme
4-first singular
5-agreement
6-zero morpheme



A: rasti chiz ro xar'-id-i
by the way discourse marker  AC.case buy- past MP-2SG
By the way, did you buy that book?
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A: ham shoma xaste na-sh-in
discourse marker  you tired NG *MP-become-2 SG-
AG
not only you do not get tired
A: ham xod-eshoun xaste na -sh-an
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2-comparability function

3- compare

4- contrast

S-negative
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discourse marker self-3dativePL tired NG.MP-become-

3PL.-AG
but also they do not get tired

skoskoskok

A: ham lebas mi-Xxa-m
discourse marker  dress T' MP-want-1SG
not only [ want dress

A: ham kafsh
discourse marker  shoes
but also shoes
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A:ba  Venus sohbat kar-d-am
with Venus talk did-past MP.-1SG.AG
I talked with Venus
pas Venus e ke bayad dars be-xune

so Venus is that should lesson T.MP.-study
So that is Venus who should study lesson.

A: rasti bara chiz che kar

discourse marker for discourse marker what

work

1-tense
2- topic shift
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by the way, what did you do for..
kar-d-in bara  jaryan-e poul....
did-past MP.-2SG  for process-of  money
did for process of money
What did you do for process of money?
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A: diruz Amir ro did-i?
yesterday Amir AC.case saw-2SG.AG.
Did you see Amir yesterday?
B: are salam resun-d ketab-et ham dad.
ya hello send-past MP. book-Poss.” case  also  gave-Z.MP
Ya, he send hello (to you) and also gave your book.
A: rasti migam  emtehan ¢ farda 1o xun-d-i
discourse marker exam  of tomorrow Ac. case study-P.MP’-

2SG.AG
Did you study exam of tomorrow?
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1-verbal phrase
2-possessive case
3-past morpheme
4-semantically parallel
5- paratactic relation
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A: xodet o Navid ke sargarm-in kelas-e engilisi
mi-ri-in

yourself and Navid that busy-be-2PL.AG class-EZ'  English T.MP-

go- 2PL.AG

You and Navid are busy,you go to English class.
B: are term-e haftom-am.

ya term-EZ seventh-be-1SG.AG

Ya, I am in seventh term.
A: rasti mi-gam 7oun xXanom-a-y-¢ dige ke hamsar-

a-shun

discourse marker that lady-PL.-MP°-EZ. other that husband-PL-
Poss. case-AG

By the way, those ladies whose husbands

daneshgah mi-ran che kar  mi-kon-an

university ~ T.Mp- go-3PL.AG. what work T.MP.-do-3PL.AG

go to university, what do they do?

?ouna ham kelas-e englisi  chiz-i mi-ran?

those also class-EZ English thing-indefinite article T.MP.-go-
3PL.AG

They also go to English class or something?
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post signal topic shift SU8S 0, LS 4D fadg0 juri —V-Y-0
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A:cheqadr e kollan?
how much be-1SG.AG totally?
How much is it totally?
B: panjaho noh dolar
fifty nine dollar
Fifty nine dollars.
A: panjaho noh dolar xob kaqaz male ?oun  chize
fifty nine dollar well paper  belong-1SG.AG that
something
Fifty nine Dollars, well paper belongs to that something.
rasti hala yad-am-?oumad male
discourse marker now mind-Poss.case-camelSG.-AG  belong-
1SG.AG
daneshga-s

university-is-1SG.AG
By the way, now it came to my mind, it belongs to university.
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Receiving and Understanding the message oly S 39 b > -V-F-0
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A: mi-ri birun yek kilu sib be-xar.
T.MP-go-2SG.AG. out one kilo apple IMP MP'-buy
(when) you go out, buy one kilo apple.

B: xob
discourse marker
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A: diruz gof-t*i sib be-xar-am,
yesterday  told-past MP.2SG.AG. apple IMP MP- buy-
1SG.AG.
Yesterday, you told me to buy apple(s).
xar-id-am
buy-past MP-1SG.AG.
I bought.

B: xob
discourse marker

1-imperative morpheme
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Stimulation to continue the speech P daldl gl S o -Y-F-0
bl 355 g 4 hlie B)b B 3g) (o )0 (23550 )l S plgis @ 0L ) (28
Solio ool ccash wdS L5 0 well Jolee 1) () SSLis cpl olg (oo cdls cpl o wad

29y 50 ) ol Saal b 28
A: diruz Ali 1o did-am.
yesterday Ali  AC.case saw- 1SG. AG.
Yesterday, [ saw Ali.
B: xob?
discourse marker
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Receiving and Understanding the message oy S 409 €l > -Y-0-0

A: zang zadi dash-t-am
bell rang be(ASP)'-past MP.-1SG.AG.
zarf mi-shos-t-am

dish(es) = TMP-wash-past MP-1SG.AG.
(When) you rang a bell, I was washing dishes.
B: ?ohum eshkal na-dare
discourse marker  problem  NG. MP- has-Z.MP

?0hum , no problem.

1-aspectual marker D9y oo 50 U loj b s g oo el ol ais Sl
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Stimulation to continue the speech P daldl gl S o —Y-0-0
A:to park Ali 1o did-am
in park Ali AC.case saw-15G.AG.
I saw Ali in park.
B: ?ahan? Xob chi goft?
discourse marker what  told-Z.MP-3SG.AG.
Well, what did he say?

Do (0 00D Lcowy pf Sy s

A: qaza xor-d-i?

food eat-pastMP-2SG.AG.

Did you have food? (You ate food?)
B: ?o0hum

Yes.
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A: Shirin dars-a-t-o xun-d-i?

Shirin lesson-PL.-Poss.case- AC.case study-pastMP-2 SG.
AG.

Shirin,did you study your lesson?
B: hala.
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