Passive Structure in Saravi Dialect
A Minimalist Approach

Mazdak Anoushe!

The grammatical verb bayyen ‘to become’ is found in two
apparently different structures in Saravi dialect, i.e. unaccusative
structures and passive sentences. Adopting a minimalist
perspective, in the former structures, traditionally called copula
sentences, the light verb bayyen is preceded by a non-verbal
element which could be nominal, adjectival, or prepositional, and
in the latter structures the auxiliary verb bayyen, appearing in the
head of functional PassP, follows the past participle form of a
transitive verb. Based on the empirical and theoretical evidences,
the present study shows that these two structures are identical and
there is no passive structure and passive projection in Saravi. This
conclusion means that the light verb hayyen ‘to become’ cannot be
considered as an auxiliary verb in Saravi. In sum, this grammatical
verb is only used as a light verb in an unaccusative complex
predicate, headed by a non-verbal element.

Key words: unaccusative predicate, complex predicate, little vP,
Passive Phrase, light verb, auxiliary verb.
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‘Al fell last night.’
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‘The house was sold.’

pedl (Jed 09,5 dtwr jales olle 53 )s S (plise (A5 &5 AL (ol 095
sloded o5 bl ) ogy 0 Jebb i3l ool 4 EPP dasuie dujl ¢y g 29000
Job g S (b |y 298 pete (Jgade Cllo wilgi od (Jgaiel (slagemme ile 55 Jorome
Ve e )983)) Cal S pasuie 05 (g o5 S (pl 13 SasS (b 09,5 )l (o990
(5b) e led ol sl 2 1y Jseese 3L 359 a3l ol ) olul 5 (VTR
g 2ales T sl Oy &

'_ functional



353 delilad / YY

=Y Hbges

/\

sere [IV, mmemm, &)

The howse /\

PassP T [Past, unes ud-3rd Sng uDE]

/\\

Pass [Pass, wlnfl: Past 3rd Sing]

VP v bamt bayve
Ny R =
. e
(s2re) (barut) (harut) V [alnf: Pass) i
The house  (sold) fsold)  ---——-—------—-—---- J

SoS (b 095 diwn p o5 (Pass o)) Jseeme 09)5 diwr Vb bged bl

ol Bk gy cnl il 9 995000 led 4 loj 09)5 A (sl (6 S5 s S (oo Sle ydojls
MUY o5 (oS3 5 Slygl) S8 omioliss b (FR Y- ‘M,}m)\ug o yielsss
grose (D) Jlod 5 pasd dasutio (pimen WS (o Ll 393 & |y (o] dasels (YAV/Y
09)5 &t 3l il 03)5 S > loj 09,5 S pauie 4 (S Epdge d98 3 & Jb (S92
sl 09,5 Eir iyl dasele 50> (g Sl anl Bl J) Jgaome 09,5 Lt 4 oo
09,5 A gyl Ao (S5 I (il 9 SRS UB51 B9y 3 il pl 5 cosl g8 So 58
OBk Oyge 3 5 6509y ez el p sl adl JLal g ) 308 4 (Joeeme
uger 25 AB 2 plyie ) o)l BlasS Jreme 4 pawge Lo sl Shy Vb Jlbo
2,5
D35 o )8 Jteme A 09,5 Lt 53 & Canl (S5 a8 (om) bayyen - i

a3 oo JSti ]y Syp (b og)S dn bayyen Jsb I (i (SBTly pate -
Sy se Jate Jopome S 09)5 B 44V degorme olpon & @155‘9&9—%

I shortest attract
2. shortest movement



WY oyl insS 3 Jsrore dliue

3380 ok g3l | edgreme Slacdlo s 3 o cul (13,80, cul Cuje it
POV Yo al)agy o 8 A JolS 5503 il dles g Sbj slaedly (Koo Judo 3 &S
Cusl dlox )3 (SaS Jub ygia> (g2 LSLo 4 Pass sl i o) (9381 5350 oo (]
fasuia s SeS sl e 10 15le &5 0,5 cpl S e IV (gypied gy &S
(65593 it 05 ol 518 apliz 5 1S e |) Sag8 lab og)S AloliMly el iy puas
S ool 353 A ]y loj 0g)S L (Jlod 5 At ) le dasuie wils i dasiie |
Gzl o] B 1 5 oS po slaJgame Cabo (VA ¥+ +0) ot Sl oy g i3
oyt ol odel (2) Jlio 3 gy ol 5 sliges oS S pe Jgaiel slaJsee (590

g g0

@S o sladgaae ¥
Sy plyen & Sgd e 8L JlglE S pe (ladad ()b (L e wsg)le LS
SE3ly 232 ol Wade als S Jab S @dly o b deb pate S JBSly e
1y iho 09,5 b ol 05,5 «slBla] Gy 09,5 dlan I (g0 cilis (claog,S Llgi e
sl ool (g9l (i gS 13 S po ub ] pladies ) (sladlen ;33,5 )
6. Ali letkd-ye je [pp bald burde].
Ali ladder-Ez. from [pp up went-3Sg].
‘Ali climbe up the ladder.’
7.vaée  [np bene baxerde].
the kid [np earth collided-3Sg.]
‘The kid fell onto the ground.’
8.vene mar se-td vaCe [ap gat hakorde].

his/her mother three child [ap growing did-3Sg].
‘His/her mother brought up three children.’
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9 (a). vatun ves$nd bayne.

Kids hungry became-3PI.
‘The kids felt hungry.’
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10. mergene-d Set  bayne.

egg-s rotten became-3Pl.
‘Eggs got rotten.’

11. merqene-a barut  bayne.
egg-s sold  became-3Pl.
‘Eggs were sold.’
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bene baxerden bene baxerden \
earth to collide to fall
berme hikorden berme hakorden v
cry to do to cry
dar baverden dar baverden »
particle to carry to steal
cak heda?en ¢dk hedd?en ™
torn to give to tear
du bayten du bayten N
run catch to run
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12 (a). veSun-e sere barut bayye.

their-Ez. house sold became-3Sg.

‘Their house was sold.’ .

(b). vene jeme Cak bayte/ bay}:e.
his/her shirt torn catch-3Sg./ became
‘His/her shirt was torn.’
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(c). 7ame ?embiri-ye  Cine le burde/ ) ba};ye.
our storehouse-Ez. wall lain went-3Sg./ became
‘The wall of our storehouse was destroyed.’
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14 (a). Ali sere-re  barut bi?e.
Ali house-re sold had-3Sg.
‘Ali had sold the house.’
(b). Ali sayad sere-re barut bu?e.

Ali maybe house-re sold might-3Sg.
‘Ali might sell the house.’
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15 (a). ... vali 7emd na-rute bimi.
...but we Neg-sold had-1Pl.

(b).:. .. vali ?ema na-rute/ : nay-bimi.
...but we Neg-sold/ Neg-had-1Pl.
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16. diruz veSun-e sere barut bayye, 7amma bdq  nayye.

yesterday their-Ez. house sold became, but  garden Neg-became-
3Sg.

‘Their house was sold yesterday, but the garden was not.’
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17. Ali véares-e dele mariz bayye, vali men nayme.

Alirain-Ez. in ill  became, but I = Neg-became-1PI.
‘Ali was taken ill in the rain, but I wasn't.’
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18. Alitasere du bayte, men nayteme.

Ali to house run caught, I = Neg-caught-1Sg.
‘Ali ran all the way home, but I didn’t.’
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19 (a). Ali sere-re narute bi?e.
Ali house-re Neg-sold had-3Sg.
‘Ali had not sold the house.’
(b). Ali sdyad sere-re narute bu?e.

Ali maybe house-re Neg-sold might-3Sg.
‘Maybe Ali has not sold the house.’
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20. diruz vesun-¢ sere barut nayye.

yesterday their-Ez. house sold Neg-became-3Sg.
‘Their house was not sold yesterday.’

I_ Pollock
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21 (a). Ali mariz nayye.

Aliill  Neg-became-3Sg.

‘Ali was not taken ill.’

(b). Alita sere du nayte.

Ali to house run Neg-caught-3Sg.
‘Ali didn't run all the way home.’
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22 (a). Ali sere-re narute bi?e.

Ali house-re Neg-sold had-3Sg.
‘Ali had not sold the house.’

A )l)?o.i

NegP Perf
GaetTTmLLE e
vP (nz) na Perf
P i WU N T
= v barute  WTe
o lih.. (zold)  (had
VP (v + barute)
il A
zera-re (bamte)
house-re (sold)

Ao polate ol el g weiS o0 (opn Jstome @ pywge lacslo 1) ilow cnl (58]

@ ol goou il gl Jorome calo syl 1) ales ol aoslis oa S o0 Sl 0 1) (23a)
Doy Aalgs A Jlges g0

23 (a). veSun-e sere  barut nayye.

their-Ez. house sold Neg-became-3Sg.
‘Their house was not sold.’
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(I
5 pely Jseeme alo sy 1y o)l tasS aliz il Y ogel 5l &5 465 lon
slocalo ) g oo pledl Jorome 09,5 diwn )3 & 0 1S Jai 3 4l SeS S8 1, bayyen
W)yl o cod 4 (24) Cuwpl s g (23a) Wl Bleies des b 4 Lk
oxs ST SISly paie oo o 5 i ol 3 45 (05 A9 b (glo & A5 By T g

)

24."veSun-e sere  narut bayye.
their-Ez. house Neg-sold became-3Sg.
‘Their house was sold not.’
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25 (a). Ali mariz bayye./ Aliciti bayye?
Aliill  became / Ali what became?
(b). Ali bene dakete. / Ali keje dakete?
Ali earth fell/  Ali where fell?
(c). Ali inta-re diruz baxriye. / Ali inta-re key baxriye?
Ali this-re yesterday bought/ Ali this-re when bought?
(d). Alibum-e je daketDbi?e./ *Ali bum-e je Citi bi%e?
Ali roof-Ez. from fallen had / Ali roof-Ez. from what had?
(e). Ali madrese-ye je  dar burde. / Ali madrese-ye je ¢i
burde?

Ali school-Ez. from particle went/ "Ali school-Ez. from what
went?
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26. veSun-e¢ sere diruz barut bayye. / veSun-e¢ sere diruz Citi
bayye?

their-Ez. house yesterday sold became / their-Ez. house yesterday
what became?
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27 (a). panjere beskesse.
window broke-3Sg.
‘The window broke.’
(b). panjere beskes bayye.

window broken became-3Sg.
“The window was broken.’
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28 (a). mergene-a barut bayne.

egg-s sold  became-3Pl.
‘Eggs were sold.’
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