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A Glance over the Role of Politeness Strategy in
Iran's Political Discourse

Golnaz Ghafouri Saleh!
Abstract
Politeness is one of the strategies that is used in political discourse as
well as other social interactions. In the present research, | decided to
examine the strategy of politeness from a linguistic perspective in the
political discourse of Iran. For this purpose, the presidential election
debates of 2016 (focusing on the first debate) have been examined.
Brown and Levinson's (1987) politeness theory was used for data
analysis. The results of the research showed that Iranian political
officials carry out various face Threatening acts and disagreement.
Sometimes they express their opposition on-record without redressive
actions and criticize openly. Sometimes they use the face threatening
with redressive actions like hedges to maintain each other's negative
and positive face and sometimes they oppose each other by using
aggravated tools and challenge each other's negative and positive face,
which the use of this category of escalating tools seems to be a new
phenomenon considering the conservative cultural context of Iran.

Keywords: Brown and Levinson Theory, Politeness, Political
discourse, Iran.
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